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From the Director

Congratulations to Inna Shokolenko (Cell Biology
and Neuroscience) whose open research
dissertation defense entitled “Modulation of Cell
Survival by Altering Mitochondrial DNA Damage and
Repair Following Genotoxic Stress” was completed
on June 30, 2003. Inna conducted her research
under the directorship of Dr. Glenn Wilson.

Congratulations are also extended to three
graduate students who have been awarded
extramural grants. Renee Ho (Cell Biology and
Neuroscience) was awarded a grant under “The
2003 Glenn/AFAR Scholars Program” from the
American Federation for Aging Research. The
focus of her research centers on enhancing
mitochondrial DNA repair of oxidative damage as a
strategy to delay the effect of aging in neurons.
Sarah Sayner (Pharmacology) and Diego Alvarez
(Physiology) were each awarded 2-year pre-
doctoral fellowships from the Southeastern Affiliate
of the American Heart Association. Sarah’s work

investigates Pseudomonas aeruginosa adenylyl
cyclase and pulmonary microvascular endothelial
gap formation. Diego’s research focus is on the
role of P450 arachidonc acid metabolites in the
regulation of pulmonary endothelial cell
permeability.

Eight new students matriculated into the Graduate
Program Core Curriculum for the Fall Semester,
2003: David Clark (University of West Florida),
Mohammad El-Zarrad (Samford University),
Carmen Gaines (University of Alabama at
Birmingham), Lucinda Hopkins (Cardiff University),
Christopher Koczor (University of Alabama at
Huntsville), Ariel Launder (University of West
Florida), Natavia Middleton (University of South
Carolina), and Aimee Tucker (University of South
Alabama). The students attended orientation on
August 18" and then were treated to a dinner,
hosted by Dr. Townsley at her home on the
evening of August 20", A warm welcome is
extended to the new students.



